BASICS FOR LIVING THE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE
5.  “Let’s Respond to God’s Provision with Transformed Lives!”
A Study of the book of Romans

Scripture:  Romans 12:1-16:27
Introduction:
As we conclude our study of Paul’s letter to the Romans, for eight chapters the Apostle has shown us how sinful people can come into the presence of a Holy God.  It takes the power of God to result in salvation.  Chapters 1-3, Paul establishes how hopelessly, helpless we are.  Not only do we sin—that needs forgiveness; but we are sinners whose nature needs to be dealt with.
(Chapters 3:21-5:11.)  We discover God’s solution to man’s problem is the shed blood and the cross of Jesus Christ.  God’s provision through Christ is to be received as a gift by faith and the result is peace with God.  Then we saw in Chap. 5:12-8:39 that God not only gives us forgiveness and peace with God by paying our sin through Christ’s shed blood, but then God also places Christ’s righteousness into our account and we begin to live it out in the power of the Holy Spirit.
In Chapters 9-11 Paul answered the question concerning the Jew and Israel in relationship to God’s plan.  God is sovereign and He has fulfilled His promises through Israel in Jesus.  Tragically they have stumbled over the very message and Messiah that was promised to them and was to come through them.  But His final word is—because of God’s promises and God’s power—the Jew who was set aside so Gentiles could come into God’s family the church will one day see the plan of God and return again.  This is not replacement theology but remnant theology.
In these (final Chapters 12-16) Paul gets into the practical aspects of what the normal Christian life ought to look like.  If I truly have been crucified with Christ and no longer live—and Christ is now living in and through me—how then shall we live:  In the church, in the community, in a non-Christian society, in relationship with Christians who are our weaker brothers, and in living out God’s purpose in mission.  We must begin by establishing the motivation for living—what’s the motivation to become living sacrifices? (Crucified, dead in Christ—yet alive in Him)  Why?  “The mercies of God!”

I.  LIVING SACRIFICES LIVE THEIR SURRENDERED LIVES OUT OF GRATITUDE. (Rom. 12:12-21)
A. Transformed lives result from a new perspective toward living, toward self and toward life’s purpose:  (12:1-8)
1. Based on our gratitude to God, what commitment are we asked to make?
· To present a sacrifice – offering something costly on the altar. (Review Romans 6).  This is what we now are – Christ’s death is our death, we have died.  Life is no longer about me, my, mine—Christ lives in/thru me.
· Your bodies – No longer belongs to you, temple of the Holy Spirit.  (6:13-14) – Instruments of righteousness, to do God’s will.
2. (Rom. 12:2)  But how will my body become a slave of righteousness?
· A transformed mind – Your whole perspective on life, worldview must change. (Review Romans 8)  This world – naturalism – nature is all there is, life came about by chance collusion of molecules, it’s evolving.  Man is basically good!  All religions believe in the same God, just different ways to get there.  Education is answer; laws are answer, psychology, Government.
· To live the crucified life – see God’s plan, provision, promises, power and purpose.
3. (12:3) Where must a transformed mind begin?  How I view myself life is no longer about me, mot independent, not self-sufficient—think with sober judgment (12:4-5) Linked to other Christians.
4. (12:6-8) We have a purpose to minister as a unified body with different functions.  But the emphasis is to use our gifts, relying on God to accomplish His purpose.  We exist to serve – This won’t happen without Rom. 12:1-3.

B.   Transformed lives reflect loving relationships  (12:9-21)
1. Knowing that hypocrisy destroys Christian unity Paul emphasizes that our love must be genuine—real (9-13
· Vs. 5 says that we are members of one another – that means we also must love one another with honor and devotion.
2. Maintaining a love that holds even in tough times (14-16)

· (17-21) Have a consistent love that trusts God’s power and presence.
II. LIVING SACRIFICES LIVE RESPONSIBLY IN A NON-CHRISTIAN SOCIETY.  (13:1-14)
As Christians we remember that we are part of Christ’s body—the church.  And we see ourselves and fellow Christians as valuable contributing persons in a family of faith.  The key to that Christian community is love.  This involves a caring and reaching out to touch one another’s lives.

Being the Body of Christ we start within then we begin to look out.  As the church we are uniquely different from our secular society of which we’re also a part.  So how can we live transformed lives so we are salt/light?
A. Transformed lives respond to civil authority (13:1-7)
1. Paul taught that God had instituted human government as a restraining power, an agent of justice to bring about punishment to wrong doers.
· This is no blanket endorsement of every and any form of Gov’t but we need to lead respectful, moral lives—God’s agent.
2. As Christians we need to recognize that the state has been ordained by God, and we are to respect it as a divinely intended institution.  
· Out of respect for God we are to pay our taxes, show respect for those who govern, and be good citizens. 

B. Transformed lives reflect Christ to fellow citizens (13:8-14)
1. As citizens we are to fulfill all our public obligations.  Yet there is one debt which can never be paid:  the debt to love. 
· Every one of the commandments speaks against things that harm others.  If we truly love them, we will do nothing to harm them.
2. We who are Christ’s need to concentrate on allowing His love to flow through us – rejecting the kind of sin that gratifies the flesh.

· Put on the Lord Jesus
III.   LIVING SACRIFICES PURSUE BEING STEPPING-STONES, NOT STUMBLING BLOCKS.  (Rom. 14:1-15:13)
         Having explained what motivates us to become living sacrifices, what their unhypocritical love looks like in relationships with people in general and how we are to live in the context of a non-Christian society.  In this section, Paul lays the foundation of “How to walk in love, not legalism with those with whom we differ in terms of customs, convictions and community.”
A. Transformed lives extend love, not legalism (14:1-12)
1. Accept the differences in other Christians (1-4)
· Paul first deals with issues that often create conflict in churches—convictions.  These are not doctrinal or moral issues, but strong opinions of what Christians should or should not do.—Ordination of women, being a soldier, vegetarian, Holy days, cremation, tattoos, clothes, alcohol, caps in church, wear ties, music.
· These issues began to divide the church – attitudes

· What principle does Paul lay down? (4)

2.  Allow the Lord freedom to direct their lives (5-9)
· Why doesn’t Paul just lay down the law, rules to abide by?  We must learn to walk in love, not legalism.  Key is a man’s conscience. (vs. 7-9) is the primary principle.  (vs. 5-6: the goal to which we are to work – priority.

3.   Agree to disagree, but do not become disagreeable (10-12)

· What reality factor does Paul bring out?  We all must appear before Judgment seat.  Not to judge, but be judged.
     B.   Transformed lives balance personal convictions with passion for Christians (14:13-23)
                 1.   Our Christian walk is not about rights, but about responsibilities (13-16)
· Instead of judging, what should be our focus? (13-14).
· When should we Christians defer our rights to another’s beliefs? (15-16).

2.  (17-19)  We do not focus on religious rules, but on loving relationships.

· The focus of the Kingdom of God is righteousness (from Christ) Peace thru God’s grace and joy having wholeness in your life.
· Keep some simple principles to guide you (19).

3.  Rather than focusing on condemnation, learn to respect conscience (20-23).
· Hurting a conscience destroys a person’s moral defense screen. (15:1-13)
  C.   Transformed lives focus on harmony in Christ, rather than personal prejudice.     (15:1-13)
1. (1-3) We are expected to develop a Christ-like concern.
· Our responsibility is to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves.  “To bear” means to pick up a burden.
2. (4-6) We are to demonstrate a Christ-like understanding from the examples of Scripture so we live in harmony.
3. (7-13) We are to decide on Christ-like inclusiveness.

· What standard should Christians follow in accepting each other? As Christ accepted us – that God may be glorified.

· Verses 8-9 are a summary of Chap. 9-11.  Christ came as a servant to the Jews to fulfill God’s promises to the Patriarchs in order that the Gentiles might give God glory for His mercy.  

At this point Paul concludes the doctrinal, practical living part of Romans.  He now focuses on some personal matters – His desire to visit Rome.

IV.  LIVING SACRIFICES LIVE PURPOSE-DRIVEN LIVES (Rom. 15:14-16:27)
A. Transformed lives follow God’s purposes (15:14-21)      
1. Paul tells his reasons for writing.  He knows His God given purpose in life – to be the Apostle to the Gentiles.
2. His passion in life – to preach the Gospel to people who never have heard, with the driving force in his life—not in competition, signs/wonders.

B.  Transformed lives form God=centered lives (15:22-33)
1.   Paul was not content with churches already established – He still wanted to reach the unreached people groups, as well as take care of the needs of hurting Christians.
      2.   (30-33) Here Paul makes a very earnest appeal.  There are all kinds of dangers Paul faces and he asks them to pray for him.

C.   Transformed live function with God-focused people (16:1-27)

           1.   In spite of the fact that Paul never had been to Rome, he sends greetings to some 25 people by name.   What an example of Teamwork.  Seems that he kept in close contact with them.

· Notice the role of women – though they were not pastors of churches or in the role of authority yet they played a key part.
             2.   (17-20) Paul also gives warning about certain people who cause dissention, promote falsehood, rumors, grumbling—driven by self-interest.

3.   (vs. 25-27) Is a great summary of our faith and salvation.

· “God is able…my story—that Jew and Gentile are one body in Christ”.

Conclusion:

Don’t ever be ashamed of this gospel – It is God’s power that enables salvation to come to him by faith.
